Student Name ______________________

Story: “The Scarlet Ibis”

Period____

SOAPSTone + Theme Reading Strategy

Speaker

Who is the voice that tells the story? The author and the speaker are NOT necessarily the same.
An author may choose to tell the story from any number of different points of view. Is someone
identified as the speaker? What assumptions can be made about the speaker? What age, gender,
class, emotional state, education, or…?

Who is the speaker?

Identify the speaker Point of View:
and make your
assumptions.
What do we know or can we assume about the characters (List three items):

Occasion

-

Brother

-

Doodle

What is the time and place of the piece -- what happened in the story (context) that
encouraged the writing to happen? There is the larger occasion: an environment of ideas and
emotions that swirl around a broad issue. Then there is the immediate occasion: an event or
situation that catches the writer’s attention and triggers a response.

Time and Place -

Describe the
occasion (both
larger and
immediate).

Larger Occasion – What is happening in society to influence the writing?

Immediate Occasion – What specific event happened in the story to influence the
writing?

Audience
Describe the
audience and our
assumptions about
the audience.

Who is the audience – the (group) of readers to whom this piece is directed? The audience
may be one person, a small group, or a large group; it may be a certain person or a certain people.
Does the speaker identify an audience? What assumptions exist about the intended audience?

Purpose
Identify the author’s
purpose and analyze
how the author is
trying to achieve this
purpose.

Why was this text written? You should ask yourself, “What does the speaker want the
audience to think or do as a result of reading this text?” How is this message conveyed? What
is the message? How does the speaker try to spark a reaction in the audience? What techniques are
used to achieve a purpose? How does the text make the audience feel? What is its intended effect?
Consider the purpose of the text in order to examine the argument and its logic.

What action does the speaker want the reader to take or what does the speaker
want the reader to learn?
List four examples of how the scarlet ibis symbolizes Doodle:
1.
2.
3.
4.
List two examples of seasons and what each symbolizes
1.
2.
List one example of weather and what it symbolizes

Subject

What are the general topics, contents, and ideas contained in the text? You should be able

to state the subject in a few words or a phrase. How do you know this? How does the author
present the subject? Is it introduced immediately or delayed? Is the subject hidden? Is there more
than one subject?

Identify the subject
in 2 sentences.

Tone

What is the attitude of the author, not the narrator? If the author were to read aloud the
passage, describe the likely tone of that voice.

Identify the tone(s)

Theme
Identify the theme
of the piece. It
cannot be one word
but must be a
statement.

What message or lesson does the author want the reader to gain from the text?
What is the author pointing out about people, society, or life?

